Characterization of PPD protein antigens in whole cell lysates of Mycobacterium bovis BCG.
The low molecular mass protein antigens in PPD from M. bovis BCG were chemically oligomerized using sulfosuccinimidyl-4-(p-maleimidophenyl)-butyrate (S-SMPB) as a crosslinking agent. Protein oligomers with molecular mass over 90 kDa were obtained and used for the preparation of hyperimmune polyclonal rabbit antiserum. Using this antiserum four protein bands with molecular mass 120, 90, 75 and 65 kDA were detected in immunoblotting analysis of sonic extract from M. bovis BCG separated in SDS-polyacrylamide gel. We suggest that these immunoreactive proteins in the sonic extract represent the native forms of the heat stable low molecular mass protein antigens in PPD.